TWENTY-FIFTH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

- OF  THE - 


on 


-j 


n 


UL  Uil 


m 


- PRESENTED  AT  THE - 


Quarto-Centennial  Anniversary  Meeting, 

♦ 

HELD  IN  CITY  HALL, 


Sunday  Afternoon,  October  26,  1884. 


r 


LAWRENCE,  MASS.: 

American  Electric  Tor  Print. 


Organized  March ,  1859. 

Incorporated  June ,  1876. 

President, 

Gilbert  E.  Hood. 

Secretary, 

. Rev.  Chas.  U.  Dunning. 

Treasurer, 

.  James  H.  Kidder. 

Auditor, 

Geo.  A.  Fuller. 

MEMBERS  FOR  1884-85. 

Gilbert  E.  Hood, 

Geo.  A.  Fuller, 
Andrew  Sharpe, 

O.  J.  Randlett, 

H.  G.  Herrick, 

Rev.  Chas,  Parkhurst, 

E.  M.  Mooers, 

J.  H.  Kidder, 

F.  E.  Clarke, 

Fred  C.  McDuffie, 
Rev.  Clark  Carter, 

J.  Y.  Buzzell, 

James  B.  Lyall, 
Robert  Scott, 

N.  P.  H.  Melvin, 

.  J.  P.  Battles, 

Hiram  F.  Mills, 

Rev.  T.  H.  Stacy. 

Rev.  W.  E.  Wolcott, 
Rev.  F.  M.  Gardner,, 
Rev.  Henry  F.  Jenks, 

V  ’’  '  ■ 

« '  V 


W.  A.  Barrell, 

Rev.  C.  M.  Melden, 
Rev.  A.  H.  Amory, 
John  Aldred, 

Rev.  W.  E  Gill, 

Geo.  A.  Smith, 

Geo.  D.  Cabot, 
Daniel,  W.  Lord, 
Rev.  C.  U.  Dunning, 
Herman  Bruckman, 
Rev.  F.  O.  Zesch, 
Rev.  R.  A.  McAyeal, 
Rev.  A.  E.  White, 
Jonathan  Sleeper, 
Rev,  W.  C.  Bartlett, 
Rev.  F.  A.  Wolf, 

Wm.  D.  Hartshorne, 
Benjamin  J.  Clark, 
Allan  Campbell, 

Rev.  J.  L.  R.  Trask, 

Hugh  Mills. 


ANNIVERSARY  EXERCISES 


-OF  THE- 


awrence  City  Mission 


OCTOBER  26,  1884. 


The  observance  of  the  quarto-centennial  of  the  Lawrence  City  Mission,  a  charity  un¬ 
bounded  in  generous  deeds,  with  resources  hardly  commensurate  with  its  efforts  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  needy  and  unfortunate,  occured  at  the  city  hall  at  3  p.  m.  on  Sunday.  The  at¬ 
tendance  was  large,  and,  it  can  be  said,  no  audience  ever  gathered  at  the  Mission  anni¬ 
versary  exercises,  departed  more  heartily  gratified.  The  report  of  City  Missionary  Dun¬ 
ning,  was  listened  to  with  the  closest  attention,  and  had  applause  been  permissable  the 
addresses  would  have  been  frequently  interrupted.  The  programme  included  the  sing¬ 
ing  of  several  appropriate  hymns  by  the  Trinity  Church  quartette,  composed  of  Mrs.  A.  W. 
Dyer,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Sprague,  Mr.  C.  Redmond  and  Dr.  C.  W.  Partridge,  and  their  render¬ 
ing  displayed  not  only  choice  in  selection,  but  excellence  of  voice,  perfection  in  tone,  com¬ 
pass  and  uniformity.  In  front  of  the  rostrum  there  was  a  faithful  portrait  of  the  late  Rev.  Geo. 
P.  Wilson,  predecessor  of  Rev.  C.  U.  Dunning.  It  was  gracefully  entwined  with  smilax, 
dotted  with  rosebuds,  and  at  the  right  of  the  speaker’s  desk  was  a  beautiful  floral  display, 
peering  from  which  was  an  elegantly  figured  marble  vase. 

The  proceedings  were  formally  opened  by  G.  E.  Hood  esq ,  who  made  brief  remarks 
explaining  why  the  anniversary  exercises  were  held  one  month  earlier  than  usual,  viz.,  hatt 
it  was  wished  to  have  the  accounts  made  up  to  the  close  of  September,  also  that  a  hard 
winter,  owing  to  the  business  depression  portended.  He  read  the  following  letters: 

Salem,  Mass.,  Oct.  24,  1884. 

G.  E.  Hood,  Esq.  President  City  Mission  : 

My  Dear  Sir:  Still  confined  to  my  house,  I  am  compelled  to  deny  myself  all  invitations. 
An  occasional  ride  or  walk  limits  my  exercise,  with  sparing  use  of  book  and  pen.  With 
best  wishes  for  your  society  and  yourself. 

I  am  Truly  Yours, 

Henry  K.  Oliver 
Providence,  R.  I.,  Oct.  24,  1884. 

G.  E.  Hood,  Lawrence,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir:  Please  accept  my  thanks  for  the  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  25th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  Lawrence  City  Mission.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me 
to  be  with  you. 

I  am  Very  Truly  Yours, 

Wm.  C.  Chapin. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  24,  1884. 

My  Dear  Friend  Mr.  Dunning:  I  feel  a  very  strong  impulse  to  accept  your  invitation 
to  attend  the  anniversary  of  the  City  Mission.  I  esteem  that  beneficient  Institution,  as  one 
of  the  most  helpful  and  saving  charities  of  your  city.  I  remember  my  long  connection 
with  it,  with  its  sainted  president  and  secretary,  Packard  and  Wilson,  with  profound 
emotion;  and  as  I  write  their  names  tears  fill  my  eyes.  I  have  seen  where  your  charities 
have  lightened  many  a  burdened  heart  and  given  new  impulse  for  hope.  How  many  in 
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the  Immortality  shall  rise  up  and  call  the  promoters  of  that  Institution  blessed,  no  one  can 
tell. 

I  should  be  delighted  to  be  with  you,  but  am  obliged  to  forego  the  pleasure.  Please 
remember  me  most  kindly  to  such  friends  as  I  may  have  still  in  your  Board. 

Yours  Truly, 

Jos.  L.  Partridge. 


Boston,  Oct.  24,  1884. 


G.  E.  IIood,  Esq,,  Pres.  City  Mission. 

Dear  Sir:  I  very  much  regret  that  I  can  not  be  with  you  on  Sunday  next  at  the  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  establishment  of  the  Lawrence  City  Mission.  It  has  been  I  am  sure,  one  of 
the  most  useful  institutions  of  that  city,  from  the  day  when  it  commenced  operations  under 
the  late  excellent  and  devoted  Mr.  Wilson,  of  happy  memory,  to  the  present  time.  I 
have  always  felt  and  shall  continue  to  feel  a  strong  interest  in  its  successful  and  extended 
administration,  keeping  pace,  I  trust,  with  the  growth  of  the  city. 

I  am  Truly  and  Respctfully  Y^ours, 

Chas.  S.  Storrow. 


The  report  of  the  treasurer,  Dr.  J.  H.  Kidder,  as  follows  was  then  read: 


Balance  on  hand,  Oct.  14,  83, 

$i35  00 

Since  received  from,  Pacific  Mills, 

363-75 

Pembeton  Mills, 

67-75 

Atlantic  Mills, 

150.00 

Lawrence  Gas  Co., 

25  00 

Washington  Mills, 

61. S8 

Everett  Mills, 

105  00 

Essex  Co., 

Lawrence  Woolen  Mills, 

150.00 

22.50 

Arlington  Mills, 

100.00 

Duck  Mills, 

45-00 

E.  Davis  &  Son, 

10.00 

Lawrence  Lumber  Co., 

10.00 

Russell  Paper  Co., 

10.00 

Butler  &  Robinson. 

10.00 

Wright  Manufacturing  Co., 

15.00 

N.  W.  Farwell  &  Son, 

25.00 

Stanley  &  Co., 

15  00 

Total, 

*$1,330.88 

Paid  C.  U.  Dunning,  salary. 

14  00 

Deficit  in  Salary  Fund, 

61.12 

RELIEF  FUND. 

Balance  on  hand,  Oct.  1st.  1883. 

$465-75 

Trinity  Church, 

*33-93 

Grace  Church, 

147.22 

Free  Baptist, 

26  50 

Bodwell  St.  M.  E.  Church, 

3-50 

Arlington  Chapel, 

8-54 

Unitarian  Society, 

100.61 

Tower  Hill  Congregational, 

13  -°o 

Lawrence  Street  Congregational. 

200  OO 

Haverhill  Street  M.  E.  Church, 

68.00 

Parker  Street  M.  E.  Church,  a 

325 

First  Baptist, 

33-oo 

South  Side  Congregational, 

16.00 

Second  Baptist, 

31.00 

Riverside  Congregational, 

5.00 

Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd, 

46  00 

German  Presbyterian, 

16.00 

German  M.  E.  Church, 

15.00 

Garden  Street  M.  E.  Church, 

80.00 

INDIVIDUAL  GIFTS. 

R.  P.  Morrison, 

Rev.  J.  M.  McCarthy,  special  case, 

10.00 

25.00 

Clara  Prescott,  special, 

3.00 

F  riends, 

2.06 

Coffin  &  Meserve, 

5.00 

A  Friend, 

20.00 

H.  P'.  Mills,  25.00 

Phippen  Bros.,  56.40 

John  Clayton,  2.00 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Kimball,  5  00 

Rev.  R.  A.  McAyeal,  10.00 

Bicknell  Bros.,  500.00 


Total.  $2,075.70 

Paid  to  the  order  of  C.  U.  Dunning,  1,419.67 

Balance  on  hand.  654  03 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  J.  H. 
Kidder,  Treasurer  of  the  Lawrence  City 
Mission,  and  find  them  correct  with  proper 
vochers. 

A.  SHARPE,  Auditor, /rtf.  tern. 
Oct.  24,  1884. 


BAND  OF  HOPE  FUND. 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  October,  1,  1883,  $169.35 

To  rent  of  hall,  220.84 

To  ticket  money,  2.37 

To  subscriptions  for  piano,  79.00 


$471.50 

EXPENDITURES. 

Land  rent  fo  r  9  months,  $90.00 

Gas  bills,  30.20 

Fuel,  45-04 

Sleigh  ride,  etc.,  12.02 

Janitor,  38.00 

Repairs  and  incidentals,  35-oo 

Entertainments  for  children,  13.55 

Paid  on  piano  and  moving  same,  105.30 

Interest  on  note  on  Piano,  5.64 

Insurance  on  building  for  5  years,  34.00 

Papers  for  children,  ~  '  4.20 

-  $403.01 


Balance  on  hand  October  1,  1884,  $68.55 

I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  C.  U.  Dunning 
with  the  Lawrence  Union  Band  of  Hope  and  find  the 
same  correct,  with  vouchers  for  the  year  ending  Octo¬ 
ber  1,  18S4. 

GEO.  A.  FULLER,  Auditor, 

By  A.  L.  Keli.hy. 

October,  25,  1884, 
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Rev.  Henry  F.  Harrington  was  introduced  as  one  from  whom  the  Mission  grew.  In 
opening  he  said:  “As  I  sat  here  and  met  so  many  of  my  old  friends  whom  I  used  to  know 
more  initmately  I  am  carried  back,  and  feel  that  I  have  only  been  to  visit.”  Perhaps 
some  are  saying  we  must  keep  up  the  society,  because  it  is  honorable.  As  regards  the 
Mission  everything  is  fresh  and  there  is  some  thing  new  before  you.  It  is  not  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  you  should  think,  but  of  the  future,  and  I  ask  you  to  resolve  that  you  will  enter  upon 
this  good  work  as  a  perfunctory  duty,  not  that  it  has  a  past,  but  that  it  has  a  future. 
Help  your  minister  with  sincerity  and  enthusiasm  of  purpose.  Consider  in  what  spirit 
you  send  him  out  to  see  the  poor.  There  has  grown  up  a  fashionable  way  of  visiting  the 
poor.  It  started  in  London  and  is  called  “slumming.”  Ladies  and  gentlemen  visit 
what  are  called  the  “slums;”  they  visit  but  do  they  leave  behind  them  a  ray  of  sunshine  ? 
In  New  York,  the  same  system  has  been  inaugurated  ;  so  called  ladies  and  gentlemen  go¬ 
ing  to  see  the  poor  and  the  poor  detest  and  revolt  from  them.  Who  made  us  a  little 
better  than  some  of  our  kind  ?  Who  gave  us  our  future  that  we  are  enabled  to  assist  the 
unfortunate  ?  We  owe  it  mainly  to  the  circumstances  with  which  we  are  surrounded 
which  existed  in  many  cases,  before  we  were  born.  In  this  connection  he,  by  examples^ 
showed  the  effect  of  the  dissolute  habits  of  parents  upon  children.  Said  he  “I  ask  you  not  to 
go  to  the  poor  to  see  how  poor  they  may  be,  but  go  to  them  with  a  heart  full  of  sympathy;  go 
feeling  that  each  is  a  fellow  creature;  don’t  think  ‘I’m  better  than  these  poor  creatures,’ 
but  let  your  heart  and  soul  go  with  your  missionary  and  your  support.  The  whole 
community,  in  its  charity  rests  upon  you  ;  see  to  it,  citizens  of  Lawrence  that  you  do 
your  whole  duty  with  all  your  hearts. 

J.  C.  Hoadley,  Esq.,  was  introduced  as  one  whose  largeness  of  heart  was  equaled  only  by 
his  fullness  of  head.  Mr.  Hoadley  rehearsed  the  inception  of  the  Provident  association 
from,  which  the  Mission  sprang,  and  recited  an  original  poem  relative  to  the  famine  in 
Ireland,  which  he  read  to  an  audience  at  the  city  hall  in  1854,  the  proceeds  from  the 
gathering  which  he  then  called,  amounting  to  $125,  and  proving  the  nucleus  of  the  Provi 
dent  fund. 

After  the  singing  of  Doxology  and  benediction  by  Rev.  Mr.  Wallace,  of  West  Newtonr 
the  exercises  closed. 
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Tradition  says  that  not  long  after  Lawrence  became  a  town — beggars  began 
to  be  seen  in  the  land,  and  to  knock  at  the  doors  of  the  people  for  charity 
gifts — that  citizens  began  then  to  inquire  as  to  their  duty  towards  them, 
that  Rev.  Henry  F.  Harrington — then  pastor  of  the  Unitarian  church,  said 
to  his  people,  “If  you  will  put  your  charity  money  in  ray  hands,  and  send 
your  applicants  for  aid  to  me,  I  will  look  up  the  cases  and  help  as  I  shall 
see  help  is  needed,”  which  recommendation  met  with  the  approval  of 
all,  and  the  plan  was  at  once  adopted.  Following  this,  history  says — that 
on  the  26th  of  December,  1854,  seven  Lawrence  gentlemen  met  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  forming,  what  they  termed  “A  Relief  Society,”  for  the  aid  of 
the  poor. 

These  gentlemen  were  Rev.  George  Packard,  J.  C.  Hoadley,  William  D. 
Joplin,  James  K.  Barker,  and  Rev.  Richard  S.  Rust. 

J.  C.  Hoadley  wras  chosen  chairman,  and  E.  B.  Currier,  Secretary. 
Rev.  Geo.  Packard  and  Dr.  W.  D.  Lamb  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
prepare  a  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  this  committee  reported.  The  report  was  ac¬ 
cepted  and  the  Society  was  christened  “  The  Lawrence  Provident  Associa¬ 
tion.” 

Oliver  Bryant,  Geo.  P.  Briggs,  and  Charles  Smith  were  made  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  prepare  a  list  of  officers.  They  reported  for  President,  J.  C.  Hoadley  ; 
1st  Vice  Pres.,  Rev.  Geo.  Packard  ;  2d  Vice  Pres.,  J.  D.  Herrick  ;  Treas¬ 
urer,  Wm.  D.  Lamb  ;  Secretary,  Rev.  R.  S.  Rust. 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted  and  these  gentlemen  were  declared 
elected. 

Article  III  of  the  constitution  adopted  says:  “The  city  shall  be 
divided  into  six  districts,  and  each  district  sub-divided  into  sections.  Each 
district  shall  have  a  division  committee  to  consist  of  three  members,  and 
each  section  a  visitor. 
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Among  the  men  who  first  served  on  division  committees,  we  find  such 
names  as  BeDj.  Coolidge  Rev.  W.  L.  Jenkins,  C.  H.  Bigelow,  W.  D.  Lamb, 
M.  D  ,  P.  II.  Colby,  G.  W.  Garland,  M.  I).,  J.  K.  Barker,  Henry  With- 
ington,  Moses  C.  Crocker,  J.  D.  Herrick,  Daniel  Saunders,  W.  D.  Joplin, 
Senaca  Sargent,  M.  D.  J.  R.  Rollins,  E.  C.  Hopkins,  and  Geo.  P.  Wilson. 

Who  can  doubt  that  the  poor  were  cared  for,  with  such  men,  as  their 
friends  and  counsellors. 

This  Association  continued  its  work  about  four  years.  February  26th, 
1859,  it  was  voted  that  a  committee  of  two  from  each  religious  societj^  in 
the  cit\T  be  invited  to  meet  in  convention  with  a  committee  of  two  from 
this  Association,  to  take  into  consideration  the  subject  of 


ESTABLISHING  A  CITY  MISSION. 


The  first  meeting  of  this  convention  was  held  on  Thursday,  March  3, 


1859,  in  which  were  represented  twelv 

Rev.  Geo.  Packard, 

James  Payne, 

Benj.  Coolidge, 

Key.  D.  Tenney, 

Rev.  M.  J.  Steere, 

Citas.  S.  Storrow, 

Rev.  E.  M.  Tappan, 

8.  C.  Woodward, 

John  McKay, 

A  mas  a  Bryant, 

Rev.  W.  F.  Evans, 

Rev.  J.  Hudson, 

W.  R.  Mason, 


religious  societies,  and  consisted  of 

W.  D.  Lamb,  M.  D., 

B.  F.  Watson, 

C.  H.  Bigelow, 

John  Fallon, 

Art em us  Harmon, 

H.  K.  Oliver, 

Simeon  Briggs, 

A.  J.  French,  M.  D., 

David  Daglish, 

,N.  Ambrose, 

David  Ambrose, 

John  Clayton, 

J.  C.  Bowker. 


The  meeting  was  unanimous  in  favor  of  forming  a  city  mission,  and  on 
motion  of  B  F.  Watson,  Esq.,  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  which 
Mr.  Chas.  S.  Storrow  was  chairman,  to  present  a  plan  of  organization. 

This  committee  reported  on  Tuesday,  March  8th.  1859,  recommending  the 
establishment  of  a  City  Mission — free  from  all  sectarian  bias — for  the 
purpose  of  friendly  counsel,  encouragement  and  material  aid  to  the  poor 
and  friendless.” 

They  declared  this  to  be  “  a  measure  which  promises  results  of  a  most 
beneficial  character,  not  only  to  those  who  are  to  be  more  particularly  the 
object  of  the  labors  of  the  mission,  but  also  to  those,  who,  by  joining  in 
its  support,  whatever  be  their  peculiarities  of  religious  opinion,  thereby 
•create  and  strengthen  within  themselves  that  bond  of  truly  Christian 
fellowship,  which  unites  all  who  cooperate  in  a  good  work.” 
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The  committee  also  reported  that  aMr.  George  P.  Wilson  combines  in 
an  unusual  degree  the  qualifications  and  experience  requisite  for  the 
proper  discharge  ©f  the  duties  of  the  office  of  City  Missionary,  and  recom¬ 
mend  his  appointment  thereto.” 

The  plan  of  the  committee  gave  the  City  Missionary  full  powers  in 
the  distribution  of  funds  ;  but  provided  for  a  Board  of  Advice  consisting 
of  one  from  each  contributing  society  to  whom  the  Missionary  should  make 
his  reports  and  of  whom  he  could  take  counsel. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  unanimously  adopted.  On  the  evening 
of  the  22d  of  March,  1859,  Mr.  Wilson  received  official  notification  of 
his  appointment  which  concluded  in  these  words  :  “And  you  can  engage 
immediately  upon  the  duties  ©f  your  office.”  Concerning  his  appointment 
Mr.  Wilson  in  the  Mission  Journal  says:  “  I  enter  upon  my  duties  feel¬ 
ing  deeply  my  own  weakness  and  insufficiency,  with  an  earnest  desire  to 
do  good  ;  with  a  heartfelt  sympathy  for  the  poor  for  whom  Jesus  died, 
and  with  a  humble  reliance  upon  God  for  help,  wisdom  and  strength,  I  hope 
to  accomplish  some  good.”  Surely  of  such  a  spirit,  a  man  with  such  divine 
reliance,  could  not  but  succeed. 

TWENTY- FIVE  YEARS 

of  this  early  established  mission  are  gone,  and  we  are  assembled  this  after¬ 
noon  to  turn  our  eyes  backward  ;  to  see  what  has  been  accomplished,  and  to 
receive  new  inspiration  in  this  work  of  love. 

THE  RETROSPECT 

is  pleasant.  It  is  pleasant  to  see  the  spirit  of  sympathy  and  active  pit}' 
which  was  manifested  for  the  worthy  poor  by  the  early  inhabitants  of  our 
city.  It  is  pleasant  to  see  men,  busy  in  planning  for  the  material  prosperity 
of  the  city,  taking  time  also  to  plan,  with  equal  wisdom,  for  the  moral 
elevation  and  temporary  help  of  the  unfortunate  and  the  indigent  whose 
lot  should  in  this  community  be  cast.  The  example  they  set  in  this  is 
worthy  of  our  exact  imitation. 

And  is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  great  reforms  and  philanthropic  enterprises 
of  the  day  are  not  conceived  and  developed  by  those  who  have  nothing 
else  to  do,  but  by  those  whose  hands  are  fullest? 

The  backward  glance  is  pleasant  also,  in  that  it  reveals  a  record  of  use-* 
fulness  of  which  the  friends  and  supporters  of  the  mission  may  well  be 
proud.  The  very  day  it  was  organized  it  began  to  fill  the  place  of  a  friend — 
who  could  be  touched  with  feelings  of  the  infirmities  of  the  sorrowing  poor. 

The  first  days  record  of  the  missionary,  is  “  attended  the  funeral  of  Mr. 
S. - no  carriages:  one  son  and  one  son-in-law  followed  the  hearse  as 
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mourners.  Mr.  C. - ,  sick  for  several  months  ;  honest,  industrious 

man  ;  four  children,  they  are  all  out  of  wood  ;  gave  order  for  two  feet  of 
wood.  Visited  Mr.  N. - ,  sick,  very  old.” 

In  the  second  year  of  the  organization  of  the  Mission,  occurred  that 
terrible  disaster  that  shook  the  country — the  fall  of  the  Pemberton  mill, 
which  laid  upon  the  hands  of  the  Mission,  work  which  tested  well  its 
ability  and  efficieuc}"  to  meet  with  important  service  any  such  exigency 
which  might  occur.  We  have  often  heard  from  living  Pemberton  sufferers 
words  of  appreciation  of  the  help  which  the  City  Missionary  rendered 
in  that  awful  hour. 

Then  came  four  years  of  war,  with  its  opportunities  for  patriotic  work 
in  extending  a  helping  hand  to  the  families  and  dependents' of  the  soldier 
who  had  hastened  to  the  front  in  defence  of  the  national  life. 

Thus  the  City  Mission  like  a  hospital,  stands  ready  for  any  emergency,, 
at  any  hour  of  day  or  night  .  It  takes  little  time  for  “  red  tape.”  Its  use¬ 
fulness  can  be  at  once  applied,  and  needed  assistance  comes  as  soon  as 
facts  of  the  case  are  known. 

When  the  mission  was  about  six  months  old,— -Sept.  30th,  1859,  Mr. 
Wilson  recommended  the  establishment  of  a 

FREE  EVENING  SCHOOL, 

under  the  management  of  the  City  Mission.  He  reported  that  b}^  careful 
investigation,  about  one-fourth  of  the  mill  operatives  could  not  write  their 
own  names. 

This  was  a  bold  enterprise,  and  at  first  was  not  received  with  much  favor. 
But  the  proposition  grew  more  and  more  feasible  in  thoughtful  minds. 
October  17th,  the  Missionary  made  this  record.  “Mr.  J.  H.  Eaton  called 
and  encouraged  my  heart  by  saying  he  would  help  me  in  my  Evening’ 
School.”  One  month  later  we  find  the  record  Fridays  November  11th: 

Our  school  has  opened  very  promisingly  indeed.  General  Oliver,  the 
mayor  was  present  and  addressed  the  scholars.  About  140  were  present  ” 

October  17,  1870,  this  Evening  School  was  adopted  by^  the  city  government 
and  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  school  committee.  It  exists  to-day  a 
monument  to  the  faithfulness  of  your  first  Missionary,  and  a  blessing  to 
the  hundreds  who  avail  themselves  every  week  of  its  advantages. 

The  City  Mission  work  was  much  appreciated  too,  by  the  leading  manu¬ 
facturing  corporations,  who  in  the  interests  of  their  employes,  (so  many 
of  whom  were  strangers  in  the  country,;  assumed  at  first,  most  of  the 
support  of  the  missionary,  but  afterwards  assumed  the  whole,  each  paying 
toward  it  one-fifteenth  of  one  per  cent,  of  their  capital  stock. 


IO 
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The  "Relief  Fund,  amounting  in  25  years  to  $28065.00  or  $1 122.00  per  year. 

The  Relief  Fund  was  supplied  by  Thanksgiving  collections  in  the  Pro¬ 
testant  churches,  and  from  private  contributions,  which  were  not  a  few. 
Thus,  what  was  given  to  this  fund,  the  friends  were  assured,  went  for  re¬ 
lief  purposes,  truly,  and  not  for  the  salary  of  the  Missionary,  which  is 
the  fact  to-day. 

An  editorial  in  one  of  our  city'  papers  of  1872  says:  “There  is  no 
institution  in  the  city  that  has  such  a  hold  upon  the  sympathies  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  generally,  and  in  which  more  interest  is  manifested  and  felt  than  the 
City  Missiou.  Its  existence  has  been  a  blessing  to  the  community.” 

We  pass  now  to  a  new  chapter.  In  April,  1872,  Rev.  Geo.  P.  Wilson, 
who  had  served  as  city  missionary  for  thirteen  3'ears 

RESIGNED  1IIS  OFFICE 

to  take  different  missionary  work  in  Boston.  He  was  a  good  man-  full  of 
alms  deeds;  but  he  lived  only  about  fifteen  months.  He  died  July'  10, 
1873,  in  great  religious  peace.  His  memory'  is  precious  to-day’  in  Law¬ 
rence.  September  11,  1873,  the  Board  of  Advice  took  steps  toward 
the  erection  of  a  monument  to  Mr.  Wilson’s  memory,  ancLon  the  22d  day  of 
September,  1874,  a  beautiful  Scotch  granite  monument  was  unveiled  with 
appropriate  and  impressive  ceremonies  in  Bellevue  cemetery*. 

ANOTHER  CITY  MISSIONARY 

was  chosen  to  carry  on  the  work  so  well  begun  and  entered  upon  his 
duties  April  1,  1872.  Twelve  years  have  now  passed  under  his  adminis¬ 
tration.  These  years  have  a  history’  not  unlike  that  -of  previous  years. 
There  has  been  no  Pemberton  disaster  ;  no  great  fires  ;  no  war  scourge  ; 
but  there  has  been,  is  now,  and  ever  will  be  a  demand  in  a  city^  like  ours 
for  constant  and  energetic  charity  work.  And  I  will  add  that  the  past 
twelve  3'ears  have  been  the  most  taxing  and  the  most  perplexing  of  any7 
twelve  years  of  my  life,  and  this  I  say  with  a  previous  experience  of 
twenty  years  of  pastoral  service.  And  we  hope  that  they  ma3T  not  be 
•found  unfruitful  when  the  book  of  the  Recording  Angel  shall  be  opened. 

Up  to  the  spring  of  1874,  the  City’  Mission  occupied  a  room  in  the  Cit3r 
Hall,  since  then  it  has  had  rooms  at  206  Essex  street.  The  accomoda¬ 
tions  however  are  quite  inadequate  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  work  in  the 
best  and  most  expeditious  way. 

October  2,  1875.  A  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Advice  was  called  to 
consider  whether  it  be  advisable  to  secure  rooms  for  the 

CARE  OF  CHILDREN 

while  their  mothers  or  guardians  are  at  work,  the  need  of  which  had  been 
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frequently  set  forth  in  the  city  missionaries  reports.  Before  action  was 
taken  the  Board  was  informed  that  the  ladies  of  the  Flower  Mission 

? 

having  just  closed  their  summer’s  work,  had  announced  themselves  to 
the  Cit}r  Missionary  as  ready  to  engage  in  some  other  department  of 
mission  work  for  the  winter,  and  that  on  his  suggesting  efforts  to  establish  a 
Day  Nursery  they  had  cheerful^  consented  to  undertake  the  work  with 
assistance.  On  motion,  H.  G.  Herrick,  Geo.  A.  Fuller  and  C.  U.  Dun¬ 
ning  wTere  appointed  a  committee  to  cooperate  with*  the  Flower  Mission 
ladies  in  securing  rooms  for  the  day  care  of  children  and  to  otherwise  aid 
them  a3  might  be  necessary  in  completing  arrangements  for  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of1  such  an  institution. 

The  outcome  of  this  early  step  taken  in  the  mission  rooms  was  the 
organization  of  the  “  Ladies  Union  Charitable  Society,”  the  establishment 
of  a  Day  Nursery  on  the  corner  of  Jackson  and  Methuen  streets,  then 
an  Invalids  Home  on  Montgomery  street,  then  the  erection  of  a  brick 
building  with  its  Hospital  and  Day  Nursery  departments  and  Training 
School  for  nurses.  Ma}^  God  now  send  them  means  to  finish  and  enlarge 
their  building,  for  it  is  greatly  needed. 

In  order  that  the  mission  might  legally  hold  property,  in  1876  it  was. 

INCORPORATED 

under  the  general  statue  and  under  the  name  of  “  Lawrence  City  Mission, 
and  on  the  12th  day  of  August,  1876,  at  4  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  on  mo¬ 
tion  of  H.  G.  Herrick,  Esq.,  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Board  of  Advice 
were  then  and  there  transferred  to  the  Lawrence  City  Mission  an  incorpo¬ 
rated  body.”  The  old  Board  of  Advice  was  then  declared  to  be  no  more. 

THE  BAND  OF  HOPE  HALL 

a  building  purchased  in  1875,  by  special  subscription,  and  for  the 
Band  of  Hope,  was  then  transferred  by  C.  U.  Dunning  to  the  Lawrence 
City  Mission  in  trust. 

On  the  30th  of  November,  Thanksgiving  day, 

A  GREAT  SORROW 

fell  upon  the  City  Mission  by  the  death  of  its  much  loved  and  revered 
President,  Rev.  Geo.  Packard,  For  eighteen  years  he  had  stood  at  the 
head  of  this  charity  work.  Full  of  years,  full  of  usefulness,  he  passed 
sweetly  to  his  rest,  to  be  greatly  missed  in  all  the  institutions  of  edu¬ 
cation  and  benevolence  of  our  city.  By  vote,  the  members  attended  his 
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funeral  in  a  body.  February  27,1877,  a  special  meeting  of  Ike  mission 
was  called  for  the 

ELECTION  OF  A  PRESIDENT 

to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Dr.  Packard,  deceased.  Gilbert  E.  Hood, 
Esq.,  was  unanimously  chosen;  who  has  with  much  acceptance  filled  that 
position  to  the  present  time.  This  much  forthe^asL 

*  THE  PRESENT 

need  claim  but  little  time  here.  The  work  of  the  year  just  closed,  so  far  as  can 
be  reported,  so  nearly  resembles  that  of  other  3’ears  that  we  could  almost 
refer  you  to  reports  of  those  years  for  information.  Yet  for  the  benefit 
of  those  who  have  lately  come  among  us,  and  who,  we  hope,  will  take  hold 
of  this  work  with  us,  and  for  the  refreshing  of  the  memoty  of  all,  we 
may  say  a  word  as  to 

'  *  -• 

THE  AIMS  OF  THE  MISSION. 


It  does  not  aim  at  the  support  of  any  one.  It  seeks  to  relieve  in  sudden 
distress.  It  has  to  do  with  the  temporarily  disabled ;  but  little  to  do 
with  the  confirmed  pauper.  This  mission  seeks  to  do  awa}T  with  street 
begging ;  to  reduce  vagrancy  and  pauperism  and  to  secure  the  commu¬ 
nity  from  imposture.  It  seeks  to  elevate  the  home  life  of  the  poor.  It 
encourages  them  to  industry,  morality,  patriotism  and  religion.  It  is  not 
therefore  the  work  of  a  month,  or  a  year,  or  a  decade.  It  is  never  finished 
and  can  only  be  completed  when  adversity  and  poverty  are  no  longer  the 
lot  of  man.  Our 

statistical  report 


is  as  follows  : 

No.  calls  for  aid 

x5°5 

Visits, 

723 

Persons  aided, 

723 

Garments  distributed, 

1068 

Yards  of  cloth  given, 

1835 

Funerals  attended,  18 

Pledged  to  Temperance,  Adults,  20 

“  “  “  Children,  170 

Helped  to  hospitals  and  homes,  25 


THE  1JAND  OF  HOPE. 

This  children’s  temperance  organization  was  formed  January  5,  1861,  and 
is  therefore  nearly  as  old  as  the  City  Mission  itself.  It  seeks  to  save  the 
children  from  entering  the  path  of  intemperance,  by  teaching  temperance 
truths  and  total  abstinance  habits.  This  is  a  work  full  of  promise  and  we 
love  to  do  it.  Four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-five  children  have 
here  been  brought  under  temperance  influences  in  the  last  twenty-five 
years ;  2945  have  been  received  within  the  last  twelve  years.  The 

past  year,  fifty  meetings  were  held  ;  the  largest  number  present  at  one 
time  was  250;  the  smallest,  50;  the  average  attendance  was  100;  the 
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number  received  into  the  society  the  past  year  was  170.  This  society  is 
wholly  sustained  by  money  raised  at  the  anniversary,  by  special  contribu¬ 
tions  of  friends  and  b}T  the  renting  of  the  hall  which  it  owns. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  1859,  when  the  City  Mission  was  one  month  old 
the  newly  appointed  missionary  organized  a  weekty,  free 

SEWING  SCHOOL. 

For  twenty-five  jrears  the  work  has  been  sustained  under  the  fostering 
care  of  the  city  missionaries.  Charitable  and  competent  ladies  volun¬ 
teering  their  services  as  teachers  from  year  to  year.  Their  work  has  been 
very  successful,  wrhich  is  their  reward. 

Last  year  sewing  was  introduced  into  our  public  schools  as  an  impor¬ 
tant  branch  of  education  for  girls.  We  hailed  this  new  departure  with 
delight,  and  heartily  commend  the  School  Committee  for  their  wise  ac¬ 
tion  in  this  matter.  It  will  be  a  blessing  to  the  homes  of  the  poor 
when  the  mothers  and  daughters  can  'deftly  use  the  scissors  and  needle  in  the 
manufacture  of  clothing  for  the  famity.  In  view  of  this  action  of  the 
School  Committee,  we  have  closed  our  school,  and  wish  the  public  in¬ 
structors  God  speed. 

Sunday,  Januar}^  1,  1860,  Mr.  Wilson  writes  in  the  Mission  records 
“  Commenced  my  labors  as  regular  Chaplain  at  the  Jail,  which  position 
he  held  to  the  time  of  leaving  the  city.  By  request  of  the  Sheriff,  Capt. 
H.  G.  Herrick,  your  speakerreceived  ecclesiastical  appointment  as  Chaplain 
of  Essex  County  House  of  Correction  and  Jail,  by  which  appointment  only, 
he  could  accept  the  position  of  City  Missionary,  and  retain  his  relation  to 
the  New  Hampshire  Conference  of  which  he  was  a  member. 

THE  PRISON  WORK, 

N 

though  not  especially  City  Mission  work,  yet  inasmuch  as  so  many  of  the 
prisoners  belong  to  Lawrence — scores  of  whom  have  families  whom  we  have 
to  visit,  feed,  clothe,  and  otherwise  help,  while  husband,  father,  brother, 
son,  mother  or  daughters  are  serving  out  their  prison  sentence,  we  think 
it  holds  an  intimate  relation  to  the  mission.  We  cannot  too  highly  com¬ 
mend  the  prison  officials  b}r  whose  courtesy  we  have  had  so  many  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  usfulness. 

We  now  turn  our  eyes  for  a  moment  to  the  future.  The  on  coming  years 
are  full  of  interest..  We  are  living  in  a  rapidly  growing  city,  a  city  where 
thousands  will  live  from  “hand  to  mouth.” 

The  question  comes,  “  what  are  our  responsibilities  in  reference  to  the 
poor  of  the  two  and  a  half  decades. 


LAWRENCE  CITY  MISSION. 


Permit  a  suggestion. 

1.  It  will  be  ours  to  prevent  poverty,  and  to  do  this,  we  must  destroy 
its  causes.  The  great  demand  for  relief  in  our  city  arises  largely  from 

INTEMPERANCE. 

The  future  of  our  city  looks  dark  or  bright,  as  we  can  see  the  sale  and 
use  of  intoxicating  liquors  increase  or  diminish.  Prevent  intemperance  among 
us  and  the  people  out  of  emplo}r  will  be  few — thrift  will  take  the  place  of 
decay,  and  happiness  displace  sorrow. 

But  what  shall  we  do?  Aye,  that’s  the  question — a  question  which  only 
stout  and  courageous  hearts  can  answer.  One  thing,  however,  is  clear. 
We  shall  not  stay  the  ravages  of  this  demon  by  indifference  to  its  presence 

THE  CITY  MISSION  NEEDS 

greater  accommodations  in  which  to  do  its  work.  A  long  cherished  desire 
that  at  this  quarto-centennial  anniversary  a  start  at  least  would  be  made 
toward  the  securing  of  a  lot  and  the  erection  of 
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in  which  Mission  usefulness  might  have  scope  for  work  equal  to  its 
power.  The  need  of  this  may  not  appear  to  all,  neither  did  many  see 
the  need  of  a  Day  Nursery  or  Hospital,  yet  all  now  acknowledge  them 
to  be  indispensible.  There  are  branches  of  Mission  work  which 
we  find  successfully  carried  on  in  other  cities  w^hich  we  cannot  take  up  for 
lack  of  facilities. 

But  in  view  of  the  dullness  of  trade  just  now  and  the  fact  that 
lately  great  drafts  have  been  and  are  now  being  made  upon  the  charitable 
people  to  secure  buildings  for  other  purposes,  your  missionary  has  been 
advised  not  to  press  this  matter  at  present.  We  yield  to  advice,  but 
here  and  now  speak  for  the  next  chance. 

In  closing  I  am  reminded  that  at  the  semi-centennial  anniversary  of 
this  mission  few  of  us  in  mature  years  will  be  here.  Others  will  occupy 
our  places  and  review  the  history  which  we  have  made.  God  grant  that  it 
may  be  a  history  full  of  alms  deeds,  full  of  faith  in  God,  and  marked  by 
faithfulness  unto  death. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


CHAS.  U.  DUNNING,  City  Missionary. 


